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Explanation for acronyms:

IED: Industrial Emissions Directive

BAT: best available techniques

BAT BREF reference document: Document drawn up for defined activities 

and describing applied techniques, present emissions and consumption 

levels, techniques considered for the determination of BAT

BAT conclusions: document containing the parts of a BAT BREF reference 

document laying down the conclusions on BAT, their description, information 

to assess their applicability, the BAT-AELs, associated monitoring, associated 

consumption levels and, where appropriate, relevant site remediation 

measures; 

BAT-AEL: BAT associated emission levels

BAT-AEPL: BAT associated environmental performance levels
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Annex I contains the list of activities covered in particular by Chapters 1 and 

2 of the IED. 

To define whether the IED applies to a certain installation, exact thresholds 

(generally production capacities or outputs) are given in Annex I. Some 

activities are not associated with thresholds, which implies all concerned 

installations are all subject to the IED.
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Chapter V covers actitivies, which use organic solvents and apply to activities 

listed in Annex VII (Part 1) and, where applicable, reaching the consumption 

thresholds set out in Part 2 of that Annex. Yert, if threshold set in Annex I 

(6.7), the installation concerned is covered by Chapter II and subject inter 

alia to BAT related requirements. 
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Some activities are theoretically covered by the scope of application of Annex 

I but are not subject to the IED. They are listed in Article 2.
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The IED has an integrated approach dealing with all types of 

environmental issues such as the ones listed above. All of those 

issues are addressed by the IED regime and the BAT conclusions, 

whenever relevant.
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The IED is the outcome of a recast exercise where 7 EU Directives have 

been combined into 1.

The European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register was kept separate 

and is operating next to the IED.
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Chapters III to VI sets ‘minimum requirements’, which implies that they apply 

pending the adoption of stricter requirements by means of BAT conclusions.   
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Reminder:

IED: Industrial Emissions Directive

BAT: best available techniques

BAT BREF reference document: Document drawn up for defined activities 

and describing applied techniques, present emissions and consumption 

levels, techniques considered for the determination of BAT

BAT conclusions: document containing the parts of a BAT BREF reference 

document laying down the conclusions on BAT, their description, information 

to assess their applicability, the BAT-AELs, associated monitoring, associated 

consumption levels and, where appropriate, relevant site remediation 

measures; 

BAT-AEL: BAT associated emission levels

BAT-AEPL: BAT associated environmental performance levels
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The IED does not apply in isolation, but together with other legal acts 

adopted under it. 
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Reporting requirements = Specification of what Member States have to 

report to the Commission etc. → for example type, format and frequency of 

information
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Guidance = non-legally binding documents to assist Member States and the 

Commission to implement the IED correctly
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IED Article 13 requires that the Commission establishes a forum consisting of 

representatives of all Member States, concerned industries and 

environmental NGOs toi exchange information and opinions on installations 

and BAT. BAT conclusions are adopted by the formal IED Committee.
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→ The IED does not apply alone but rather in combination with other pieces 

of EU legislation and contributes significantly to the achievement of the 

environmental objectives and reaquirements set out in these other pieces of 

EU legislation. 
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Much of the IED should have already been transposed into national law 

before 7 January 2013 as many IED provisions come from pre-existing 7 EU 

Directives (recast exercise) 
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→ The provision of the IED did not have to apply on all installations on that 

date since transitional periods were provided to some existing installations or 

to installations that were not previously covered by the predecessor of the 

IED, i.e. the 2008/1/EC Integrated Pollution Prevention and control Directive 

(IPPC). Transitional periods of Art. 82 are now over.
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IPPC = integrated pollution prevention and control – installations covered / 

non-covered by trhe IPPC Directive (2008/1/EC)

LCP = large combustion plants
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The main NGO represented in the Forum is the EEB (= European 

Environmental Bureau).
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It is called ‘the Sevilla Process’ as that’s where the Joint Research 

Centre (JRC) of the European Commission on IPPC is located. The 

Sevilla bureau is one of the six scientific directorates of the European 

Commission’s JRC.



TWG = Technical Working Group
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Subgroups on 

Questionnaire development and data collection

Energy

Residues

Data collection (work mainly by TWG and operators), and starting the 

revision of the BREF (restructuring)

Change of authors: Simon Holbrook left in Summer 2015, replaced by 

Frederik Neuwahl
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New author in the WI review team: Jorge Gomez, who joined in 

December 2016 
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The permit is the key „basic“ document of the IED as the document setting 

legally-binding operational requirements applicable to the relevant IED 

installation.
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Attention:

The definitions of ‚installation‘ and ‚permit‘ can be found in Art. 3 (3) and (7) 

IED 
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No IED installation can operate without an IED-compliant permit, save certain 

installations using organic solvents. The duty to hold a permit is without 

prejudice to the right of the Member States to set certain requirements in 

general binding rules set in a legislative / regulatory act and applicable to a 

set of installations carrying out the same activity.   
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CA = competent authority

IED permit sets IED requirements and may also establish, if necessary, other 

requirements enabling compliance with other pieces of EU law.  
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Art. 18 IED may require an installation to operate by going beyond BAT 
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Reconsideration / review existing IED permits, whenever necessary, is key to 

ensure the successful implementation of the IED  
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