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Please note that there is no deadline in the objective and that it does not describe 
what level of reduction suffices to meet this obligation. So it is an ongoing 
obligation to reduce and prevent water pollution caused or induced by agriculture. 
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Vulnerable zone refers to an area where agricultural activities take place and which 
drains into waters suffering from pollution with nutrients, caused partly by 
agriculture. The main other source of nutrients is human waste water, which is 
covered by the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC). 
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These indicators identify whether action should be taken. And be aware (return to 
the previous slide) that achievement of these indicators does not imply that the 
Nitrates Directive can be set aside. That depends on whether they would also be 
met if action were not taken. 
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Additional measures are necessary when the basic measures do not suffice to 
achieve a downward trend in nitrate pollution. 
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These rules differ depending on the local circumstances. 
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This is an important distinction (see the next slides for the implications).
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This is a picture of the situation in 2009. As you can see, vulnerable zones cover a 
large amount of land. Where everything is in one color, the entire territory is 
designated. 
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It makes a difference whether or not an area is designated or not. 
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I will discuss landmark CJEU cases on these topics. 
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The answers to these questions can be found in the CJEU case law (see the next 
slides). 
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Despite earlier court judgments on these topics, designation conflicts can still pop 
up. 
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50 mg/l is the drinking water norm for sources of drinking water, which is
established by the Drinking Water Directive
The ND is older than the WFD. It is now a daughter Directive. Its measures are
basic (mandatory) under the WFD. Note that the planning period of the ND and the
WFD are different. The inclusion means that the ND is complemented with a
deadline, while the ND contains a simple reduce and prevent obligation.

Cross-compliance obligation means that income support can be reduced in case of
non-compliance with the ND obligations
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We will take a closer look at this relationship in the case study. 
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There is separate EU legislation on natural mineral water and spring water:
Directive 2009/54/EC and Directive 2003/40/EC. 
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HACCP refers to hazard analysis and critical control points and contains rules on 
hygiene for the purpose of food safety.
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