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The scope of preliminary reference covers the entirety of EU law with some 
exceptions.
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The system can function when judges are independent and can feel free to refer 
a question to the CJEU.
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- The national judge has to be considered as a European judge equipped with 
the tools of interpretation, disapplication and consistent interpretation.

- The national judge can use the space granted by national law when carrying 
out consistent interpretation.

7



These answer to questions that can rise in environmental law.
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- Control is crucial to the enforcement of environmental law
- Criminal and administrative sanctions can be a deterrent to action harmful to 

the environment.
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- The criteria has been established through case law of the CJEU. 
- They concern both the structural and functional profile.
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