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Very descriptive name. It can show us what it is about. 
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Its roots are in the UNECE, one of the regional bodies of the UN.
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All the parties to the Convention, Guinea Bissau joined.
Belarus withdrew in 2022.
Russia, Canada and the US never joined.
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It is about the right of people to live in a healthy environment.
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- Most scholars agree on the three first objectives.
- The fourth element, stewardship, is touched upon by the EC and the CJEU. The 

public needs to have the possibility to decide, because the environment belongs 
to everyone.
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- The Convention from its conception to today has had a very significant NGO 
participation in the negotiations and all meetings, as well as in the 
implementation, for example in the compliance committee.
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Access to environmental information - The first pillar of the Aarhus Convention.

- passive: citizens need to ask for access
- If the authorities refuse, the person requesting has the grounds to go to court.
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Article 5 concerns active dissemination.
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Second Pillar – Public Participation in decision-making
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There is no explicit A2J provision with regards to plans and permissions.
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- Softer in its obligations to Member States. 
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Third Pillar – Access to Justice in Environmental Matters
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- It only refers to article 6, meaning procedural flaws in public participation 
procedure.

- The notion of stewardship comes forward again, NGOs don’t need to have an 
impairment of rights.
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- This is the most discussed article.
- It gives access to justice very widely. It is interpreted very broadly.
- It doesn’t matter whether the legal instrument was based on environmental law.
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- Basic principles for access to justice.
- Requirements as to the redress mechanisms provided.
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- This was innovative. Usually agreements do not include such mechanisms.
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- Any party can make a submission.
- The Czech Republic made an inquiry about its own compliance.
- Most complaints are made by members of the public.
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- In 2021 the meeting of the parties decided to create a rapid response 
mechanism.
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- No need to exhaust domestic remedies.
- There are no rulings, just finidings.
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- This is a case brought by an NGO, ClientEarth. 
- They complained that the EU did not implement article 9 (3) of the Convention.
- State Aid decisions are exempt from Access to Justice. This is because the parties 

have access to national courts.
- The Compliance Committee were in line with the communicants. 
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