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Self-explanatory
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Need for a piece of legislation applicable not only to MS but also to the EU 

institutions. 

MS which have a FOI (Freedom Information Act) are indicatively UK and 

Ireland. 
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The contribution of the interpretation by the CJEU are significant, given that 

there is limited input by the Aarhus implementation Guide and the relevant 

case law of the Aarhus Compliance Committee as approved by the MoP

(Meeting of the Parties)
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The notion of “environmental information” is not defined exhaustively; The 

Aarhus Convention provides for some main categories with an illustrative list.

However, note that the Aarhus Convention set the “floor” and not the “ceiling” 

relating this definition. 
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No precise clarifications in the Aarhus Convention implementation guide. 
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This case revolves around the question of whether a “water utility” is obliged 

to delivered the required information or not using as criterion the concept of 

“public administrative function” under domestic law. 

Main message: The access to information right can be exerted towards 

public entities and not private entities which do not fall within the relevant 

scope. 

9



This case does not concern environment but it may be useful for 

understanding the concept of “public authority”
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AS regards the interpretation and implementation of the provision for 

“progressive approach” relating to active dissemination , it is necessary to be 

taken into consideration the fact that this Directive was adopted back in 2003 

and the last 15 years many changes and developments have occurred.  
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